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Chad Smith is the Chief Operating Officer for the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association. Smith joined the 

Los Angeles Philharmonic Association in 2002, serving as VP of artistic planning for over a decade before 

becoming COO in 2015. During his tenure, Mr. Smith has implemented an expansive vision of what an 

orchestra can be through a deep commitment to living composers, the development of multi-

disciplinary collaborations, and thematic festivals which have positioned the Philharmonic at the center 

of the city’s cultural discourse. Committed to making classical music more inclusive, he has overseen the 

launch of many of the organization’s defining educational programs, including YOLA, a program which 

has provided daily after-school music training to thousands of children in several of LA’s most 

underserved communities. 

He currently serves as Artistic Director of the Ojai Music Festival, a trustee of New England Conservatory 

of Music, as a member of Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Prize executive committee and on the artistic 

advisory board for the Music Academy of the West.  

 


